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Foreword 



The soldier reading these pages would do well to reflect on the wisdom of the 
statement exhibited in a Japanese shrine: “Woe unto him who has not tasted 
defeat.” Victory too often leads to overconfidence and erases the memory of 
mistakes. Defeat brings into sharp focus the causes that led to failure and 
provides a fruitful field of study for those soldiers and laymen who seek in the 
past lessons for the future. 

The statesman and the informed citizen reading these pages will realize that 
our military means as well as our estimates and plans must always be in balance 
with our long-range national policy. This lesson — signposted by the Battle of 
Manila Bay; the Treaty of Paris, signed in December 1898 when we decided to 
keep the Philippines; the Washington Conference of 1921-22; and the Man- 
churian Crisis of 1931 — we ignored before Pearl Harbor. The result was defeat 
on the field of battle and the loss of the Philippine Islands. 

The author of The Fall of the Philippines, Louis Morton, served overseas as 
a historical officer in the South Pacific area and in the Philippines during World 
War II. Since 1945 he has been chief of the Pacific Section, Office of the Chief 
of Military History, Department of the Army. He holds a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree from Duke University, is the author of a volume on American colonial 
history, and has written a number of articles dealing with military affairs. 

Work on this volume was begun in early 1947. The reader may gain some 
idea of the size of the task of writing this history by an appraisal of The Sources. 

ORLANDO WARD 

Maj. Gen., U. S. A. 

Chief of Military History 

Washington, D. C. 

26 June 1952 




Preface 



The author’s debts for aid in preparing this volume are numerous and heavy. 
The largest is to' those officers who survived the campaign and the ordeal of prison 
camp. Their memories, and the precious notes they had hidden so carefully 
during the bitter days of Japanese imprisonment, provided material without 
which the record of this campaign would have been forever lost. These officers 
gave freely of their time and their contribution is apparent on every page and 
in almost every footnote. In a sense, they are as much the authors as the writer 
of this preface. 

Special acknowledgments must be made to Mr. Stanley L. Falk and Dr. 
George C. Groce who, with ingenuity and perseverance, aided the author in his 
search for the materials needed for this work. The search was an exciting and 
rewarding adventure and is described in full at the end of the book. Both men 
also labored long and mightily to mold the fragmentary materials thus assembled 
into a form which greatly eased the author’s work and performed cheerfully the 
many other arduous and time-consuming tasks which are the lot of every author. 
Without Mr. Falk’s special knowledge of the enemy’s records and operations, 
reinforced by information willingly furnished by the enemy himself, this volume 
would have been less precise and far longer in preparation. 

The author owes a large debt also to many individuals who directly and 
indirectly gave him much valuable assistance: to Dr. Kent Roberts Greenfield, 
Chief Historian and General Editor of this series, for his wise counsel and 
guidance, for encouragement and never-failing support; to Mr. Wsevolod 
Aglaimoff and his staff who spent many months at the drafting boards to provide 
the maps to guide the reader through the jungles and mountains of the Philippines; 
to Miss Margaret E. Tackley who searched diligently and in remote comers for the 
pictures with which to illustrate this volume; to Miss Ruth Stout, the editor, and 
Mr. Ronald Sher, the copy editor, who edited the manuscript and guided it 
through the printers; to Mr. Leonard B. Lincoln, the indexer; to Mr. Israel Wice 
and his aides who patiently filled the author’s numerous requests for aid in 
securing records; and to those of his colleagues, in and out of uniform, who read 
this volume in manuscript and made numerous and helpful suggestions. All these 
and others placed their special knowledge and skill freely and generously at the 
disposal of the author, but he alone is responsible for any shortcomings this volume 
may possess. 

L. M. 

Washington, D. C. 

26 June 1952 
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THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 



CHAPTER I 



The Philippine Islands 



Since the third century, the Philippine 
Islands had been under foreign influence, 
first from Hindu-Malayan empires in Su- 
matra, Indochina, and Borneo, and then 
from the Chinese beginning with the early 
Ming dynasty. Shortly after 1400 Moham- 
medanism was introduced, and for more 
than one hundred years all of the islands 
south of Luzon, and the southern portion 
of that island, were subject to the Moham- 
medans of Borneo. During this period, the 
Japanese established a loose control over 
northern Luzon and maintained a trading 
post at Aparri, on the north tip of the island. 

European interest in the Philippine Ar- 
chipelago began with the visit of a Spanish 
expedition under Ferdinand Magellan in 
1521. But it was not until 1565 that the 
Spaniards established a permanent settle- 
ment in the Islands, on Cebu. Five years 
later they conquered Manila and then grad- 
ually extended their control over many of 
the Islands. Late in the sixteenth century 
the military ruler of Japan, Hideyoshi, 
claimed suzerainty, over the Islands. This 
claim was apparently neither intended nor 
taken seriously, but the Spanish did pay 
“tribute” for a short time to avoid trouble, 
secure trading rights in Japan, and protect 
the Jesuit missionaries there. Until 1898, 
despite unsuccessful efforts by the Portu- 
guese and Dutch and one successful effort 
by the British (1762-1764) to wrest the Is- 
lands from her, Spain ruled the Philippines. 

The impress of these centuries of foreign 



influence and control gave to the Philip- 
pines a strange mixture of Oriental and Oc- 
cidental institutions. The original inhabit- 
ants were pushed back into the mountains 
and the Malayans became the dominant 
racial type. From later invasions came the 
Mohammedan religion and the Moslem cus- 
toms prevalent in the south; from China 
came the impetus to trade and commerce, 
still largely controlled by the Chinese; and 
from Spain came the dominant religion, 
Christianity, the Roman law, and other fea- 
tures of Western civilization. 

The United States seized the Philippine 
Islands from Spain in May 1898 after Ad- 
miral Dewey’s victory in Manila Bay, dur- 
ing the Spanish- American War. Formal 
title to the Islands was granted the United 
States by the Treaty of Paris in December of 
that year. By the acquisition of the Philip- 
pines the United States at one step advanced 
its frontiers nearly 7,000 miles across the 
Pacific Ocean and “gave hostages to for- 
tune in a sense which the American people 
have never fully realized.” 1 Possession of 
the Islands made the United States an 
Asiatic power, with full responsibility for 
maintaining the peace and status quo in 
that area. 

The government of the Islands was placed 
in the hands first of a Philippine commission 
and later of a governor general, both ap- 
pointed by the President of the United 



1 Hector C. By water. Sea Power in the Pacific 
(rev. ed., Boston and New York, 1934), p. 254. 
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States. The Filipinos, once their opposition 
ended, were allowed an increasingly large 
measure of self-rule and elected the members 
of the lower house of the legislature, the 
Philippine Assembly. In 1913, they were 
granted free trade with the United States, 
and three years later, in the Jones Act, were 
permitted a limited autonomy. 

A succession of able American governors 
established a happy relationship between the 
two countries, and a steadily increasing 
sentiment for Philippine independence 
found ready support in the American Con- 
gress. A bill for Philippine independence 
was passed by Congress, over President 
Hoover’s veto, in January 1933, but vetoed 
by the Philippine legislature. It was passed 
again, with some changes, as the Tydings- 
McDuffie Act, on 24 March 1934, and this 
time approved by the Philippine legislature. 

The Tydings-McDuffie Act provided for 
the recognition of Philippine independence 
after a ten-year transitional period. Dur- 
ing these ten years the United States would 
be allowed to “maintain military and other 
reservations and armed forces” in the Is- 
lands, and the President of the United 
States would have the power “to call into 
the service of such armed forces all military 
forces organized by the Philippine Govern- 
ment.” 2 When the transitional period was 
over, the United States would abandon all 
military installations in the Islands. 

The Tydings-McDuffie Act left open the 
question of naval reservations, but author- 
ized the President to negotiate with the 
Philippine Government for American naval 
bases in the Islands. The closing date for 
such negotiations was set at two years after 
the recognition of independence. Until 

3 48 U.S. Statutes at Large, H.R. 8573, pp. 456- 
65, The Philippine Commonwealth and Independ- 
ence Law, P.L. 127, Sec 2(a) 12, approved 24 

Mar 34. 



then “the matter of naval reservations and 
fueling stations,” the Act provided, “shall 
remain in its present status.” 3 

A year after the passage of the Tydings- 
McDuffie Act, the Filipinos adopted a lib- 
eral constitution based on the American 
model and established an interim govern- 
ment known as the Commonwealth. Elec- 
tions in which Manuel Quezon was chosen 
as president followed soon after, and before 
the end of 1935 the Philippine National 
Assembly met to draft plans for local de- 
fense. 

T he Islands 

Comprising almost 7,100 known islands 
and islets, the Philippine Archipelago lies 
approximately 500 miles off the Asiatic 
mainland and extends 1,150 miles almost 
due north and south from Formosa to 
Borneo. Strategically situated in the geo- 
graphic heart of the Far East, the Islands 
are centrally located in relation to Japan, 
China, Burma, French Indochina, Thai- 
land, Malaya, and the Netherlands Indies. 
They lie athwart the trade routes leading 
from Japan and China through the South 
China Sea to southeast Asia and the rich 
supplies of oil and minerals in the Indies. 
Vital areas in Japan and along the Chinese 
coast are within quick striking distance 
by sea and air of the Philippines. Over 
5,000 miles from Honolulu and 7,000 miles 
from San Francisco, Manila, the chief city 
and capital of the Islands, is only 1,800 
miles from Tokyo. Formosa and Hong 
Kong are less than 700 miles distant, Singa- 
pore 1,500 miles, and Truk in the Caroline 
Islands 2,100 miles. 4 The Caroline, Mari- 
anas, and the Marshall Islands, stretching 
across the Central Pacific, lie along the 

* Ibid., Secs 10(b) and 11. 

4 All distances are in airline statute miles. 





SIGNING THE CONSTITUTION OF THE PHILIPPINE COMMON- 
WEALTH, 23 MARCH 1935. Seated, left to right: George H. Dern, Secretary of 
War; President Franklin D. Roosevelt, signing the Constitution of the Philippine 
Commonwealth; Manuel L. Quezon, President, Philippine Senate; standing, left to 
right: Brig. Gen. Creed F. Cox, Chief, Bureau of Insular Affairs, War Department; 
Frank Murphy, Governor General of the Philippine Islands; Cordell Hull, Secretary 
of State; Key Pittman, Chairman, Foreign Relations Committee, U. S. Senate; 
Pedro Guevara, Philippine Resident Commissioner; Miguel Cuaderno, Vice President, 
Philippine National Bank, Manila, P. I.; Manuel Roxas, Representative, Philippine 
Legislature, Delegate, Constitutional Assembly; Francisco A. Delgado, Philippine 
Resident Commissioner. 



United States lines of communication with 
the Philippines. 

The land area of the archipelago totals 
about 1 1 5,000 square miles. Only 460 of 
the Islands have an area greater than one 
square mile, and only eleven boast an area 
greater than 1,000 square miles. These 
eleven islands account for 94 percent of the 
total land area in the archipelago. The 
largest and most important is Luzon 
(40,420 square miles) in the north, where 



Manila is located. Next in size to Luzon 
is Mindanao (36,527 square miles) in the 
south, followed by the islands in the cen- 
tral group, the Visayas: Samar, Negros, 
Panay, Leyte, Cebu, and others. 5 

The climate of the Islands is tropical, 
with an average yearly temperature be- 

* Unless otherwise noted, this description of the 
Philippine Islands is based upon Civil Affairs Hand- 
book: Philippine Islands, 12 vols.. Army Service 
Forces (ASF) Manual M 365-1 to 12. 
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tween 78° and 80° F. The year may be 
divided generally into dry and wet seasons,, 
which come at different times on the east 
and west coasts because of shifts in the sea- 
sonal winds or monsoons. From June to 
September, when the monsoon blows from 
the southwest, the weather offers little diffi- 
culty to the landing of a hostile military 
force on the favorable beaches along the 
east coasts. The period of the northeast 
monsoons, October through April, is the 
best time for landings along the western 
China Sea coasts. Most of Mindanao, a 
portion of the Visayas, and southern Luzon 
have no dry season and no pronounced 
maximum rainy season. 

The people of the Philippines are mostly 
of Malayan stock, and in 1941 numbered 
17,000,000. In that year, Cebu and cen- 
tral Luzon were the most heavily populated 
areas, and Manila, with 684,000 inhabi- 
tants, was the largest city. There were 
nearly 30,000 Japanese nationals in the 
Islands, more than two-thirds of whom 
were concentrated in Davao, the chief port 
of Mindanao. The 117,000 Chinese con- 
stituted the largest foreign group in the 
Islands; on Luzon there were almost 9,000 
American civilians. 

Over sixty-five dialects are spoken in the 
Islands. When the United States acquired 
the Islands, a small percentage of the people 
spoke Spanish; after forty years of Ameri- 
can occupation about 27 percent spoke 
English and 3 percent Spanish. Of the 
many native dialects, Tagalog, the language 
of the wealthy and influential residents of 
central Luzon, was chosen as the basis for 
a national language in 1937, although twice 
as many people spoke the Visayan dialect. 
While the many dialects have certain simi- 
larities, it is not possible for the natives in 
different parts of the Islands to understand 



each other readily. This fact made the re- 
cruitment of Filipinos for military service 
on a national scale difficult, since troops 
recruited from one island often could not 
understand their American or Tagalog 
officers, or troops from other islands. 

The Philippines are predominantly agri- 
cultural, the principal crops being rice ( the 
chief element in the Filipino diet), copra, 
sugar, hemp, tobacco, and corn. The far- 
ranging mountain areas are a source of gold 
and silver, and of the more important base 
metals, such as iron, chrome, manganese, 
copper, and lead. Sixty percent of the 
Philippines is covered by forest, much of it 
hardwoods. The fishing banks off Manila 
Bay and the Sulu Archipelago supplement 
the Filipino diet and are the basis of one of 
the more important industries in the Is- 
lands. Even after many years of American 
occupation there was little manufacturing 
in the Philippines, most of the inhabitants 
being engaged in home industries or in the 
processing of agricultural products such 
as sugar, hemp, and coconuts. 

With interisland and coastal shipping 
carrying the bulk of Philippine products, 
there was no great need for roads and rail- 
roads. Only on Luzon was there a road 
and rail net adequate to support large- 
scale military operations. Of the 14,270 
miles of highway in the archipelago in 
1940, more than half were in central and 
southern Luzon. There were only 50,000 
motor vehicles in the Islands; the Filipinos 
relied on the powerful carabao, or water 
buffalo, for transportation as well as labor. 
The two railway systems in the Islands, the 
government-owned Manila Railway Com- 
pany on Luzon and the American-owned 
Philippine Railway Company on Panay 
and Cebu, had a total of 840 miles of nar- 
row gauge track. 
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Most of the principal towns and cities 
were linked by telephone, telegraph, or 
radio, and all parts of the archipelago by 
the government postal system. The Amer- 
ican-owned Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Company connected Manila with 
most important towns on Luzon, as well as 
the principal population centers on Panay, 
Negros, Cebu, and Mindanao. In addition, 
forty provincial governments operated their 
own telephone systems so that many small 
towns and villages had at least one tele- 
phone joining them with Manila. Cable 
connected Manila with Guam, Shanghai, 
and Hong Kong, and four transoceanic 
radio stations provided communication with 
the outside world. 

The Philippine Islands are largely moun- 
tainous, with elevations as high as 10,000 
feet. Narrow coastal plains can be found 
on most of the islands, -and there are nu- 
merous short, swift-running streams. Large 
plain areas and navigable rivers are few. 
On every island are sand beaches, some of 
them extensive, but few open on lowlands 
where there is space for military maneuver. 

Luzon, with one tenth of its total area a 
large plain, and another 5,000 square miles 
forming a magnificent river valley, is the 
one island in the Philippines whose terrain 
permits military operations on a large scale. 
In the north, closed in by mountains on the 
east and west, is a valley extending south- 
ward for over 1 20 miles and with an aver- 
age width of 40 miles. Flowing north 
through the valley is the Cagayan River. 
Along the west coast is a narrow plain offer- 
ing only limited opportunities for military 
operations. A road runs along this coast 
from the tip of Luzon towards Manila. 
Southern Luzon is a volcanic region, part 
plain and part mountain, with numerous 
deep indentations forming bays and gulfs, 



and with many beaches suitable for the 
landing of a military force. 

The central portion of Luzon is com- 
posed of a plain extending north about 1 20 
miles from Manila Bay to the Lingayen 
Gulf. With mountains to the east and 
west, the plain is well protected from in- 
vasion except at its two extremities. It is 
the most highly developed economic area 
in the Philippines and the one most suitable 
for mobile warfare. 6 

The three most important military high- 
ways on Luzon are Routes 1 , 3 and 5 — two- 
lane, all weather roads with concrete or as- 
phalt surface. Each enters the capital and 
each has numerous access roads linking 
Manila with all parts of the island. Of the 
704 miles of railroad on Luzon in 1941, 
about half were in the central plain, which, 
in addition, contained 250 miles of private 
railway lines. All of the road, with the ex- 
ception of a short stretch above Manila, 
was single track. 

From the South China Sea the southern 
entrance to the central plain is through 
Manila Bay, one of the finest natural har- 
bors in the Far East. Opening out from a 
1 2-mile- wide entrance between high head- 
lands, the bay expands toward the low-ly- 
ing plain to a width of thirty miles. Thirty 
miles from the entrance lies Manila, and to 
its north and south are other harbors large 
enough to shelter seagoing vessels. Mari- 
veles, just inside the northern entrance, is 
an excellent and easily reached anchorage, 
and the headland of Sangley Point, where 
the Cavite naval base was located, has al- 
ways been recognized as one of the finest 
ports in the bay. 

s Data on the central Luzon plain comes from 
Terrain Study 94, Philippine Series: Central Luzon, 
I, prepared by the Allied Geographical Sec, GHQ 
Southwest Pacific Area (SWPA), 18 Oct 44. 
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THE FALL OF THE PHILIPPINES 




MANILA HARBOR. The Bataan peninsula, partly shrouded in fog and clouds, is 
visible twenty-five miles across Manila Bay. 



On either side of the entrance to Manila 
Bay are high volcanic peaks covered with 
luxuriant tropical foliage. North of the en- 
trance is the Bataan peninsula ; to the south 
is Cavite Province. From a military point 
of view, the more important and more easily 
defended of the headlands is the Bataan 
peninsula, a rocky extension of the Zam- 
bales Mountain range which separates the 
centra! plain of Luzon from the China Sea. 

Across the entrance to Manila Bay arc 
several small islands. The largest and 
most important, Corregidor, lies two miles 
off Bataan and, with Caballo, separates the 
entrance into the North and South Chan- 
nels. Shaped like a tadpole with its tail 
to the east, Corregidor measures three and 
one half miles in length and one and one 
half miles at its widest point. One mile 



south of the tip of the tail is Caballo, less 
than one third the size of Corregidor. In 
the South Channel, about a mile from the 
southern headland, lies El Fraile, a rock 
about 200 by 1 00 yards jutting up into the 
entrance of Manila Bay. Just outside and 
to the south of the entrance is Carabao, the 
fourth of the small islands whose location 
in Manila Ba\ gave them a strategic im- 
portance out of all proportion to their size. 
In the history of American plans for the 
defense of the Philippines, these islands 
loom large. 

The Philippine Army 

Before the establishment of the Common- 
wealth Government in 1935, no effort was 
made to prepare the Philippines for their 




